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Mr. 0 Ne" BE 


Have read, Sir, the pieces 
in the litigation, . which 
F you have had to ſupport: 
before the public, againſt 
him whom you formerly 
— I acknowledge that the 
great ſoul of John James hath ſet 
forth the blackneſs with' which you 
B have 


- * * * * * 4 PP 4 


have. heaped kindneſſes upon * | 
and it hath in vain been ſaid, that. 


this is the ſuit of e againſt 
beneficence. 


I find myſelf 3 of being an 
accomplice in this affair. The Sieur 
Rouſſeau charges me with having 
vritten a letter to England, wherein 
Eridicule him. He alſo accuſes Mr. 
D'Alembert. with. the ſame crime.. 


Were Mr. D * and myſelf 
completely guilty of this enormity, I 
ſwear to you I am not, however, 
guilty, of having written to him. 
It is ſeven years ſince I have had that 
honour. I am ignorant of the letter 
he ſpeaks of; and I ſwear to you, that 
if I had played off fome little ill-na- 
tured pleaſantry againſt Mr. J. J. Rouſ- 
ſeau, I ous not RR it. it 


0 hits, done. me the honour of- | 
: placing, 1 


1 
placing me amongſt the number of 
nis enemies, and his perſecutors. Be- 
ing perfectly perſuaded that a ſtatue 
ſhould be erected to his memory, as 
he ſays in the polite and decent letter 
from F. J. Rouſſeau, citizen of Geneva, 
to Chriſtopher De Beaumont, archbiſhop 
of Paris; he thinks that half the uni- 
verſe is engaged in raiſing a ſtatue 
n his pedeſtal, and the other half 
in demoliſhing it. 


He has not only thought me an 
iconoclaſt; but he has taken it into 
his head, that I had conſpired againſt 
him, with the council of Geneva, for 

the ſeizing of his perſon, and after- 
wards, with the council of Berne, to 
drive him out of Switzerland. 


Theſe ang; he W the pro- 
tectors he had at Paris to believe, and 
he made me be thought by them a 
man who, in him, perſecuted wiſdom 
B 2 . and 
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and modeſty. This, Sir, is the man- 
ner in which I have perſecuted him, 


When I was informed that he had 
many enemies at Paris, that he was 

equally fond as myſelf of retirement, 
and that I preſumed he might do ſome 

ſervice to philoſophy, I propoſed to 

him, through Mr. Marc Chapuis, ci- 
tizen of Geneva, ſo early as the year 
1759, a country houſe, called the 
Hermitage, which I had Juſt pur- 
chaſed. 


5 He was ſo touched with my offer, 
that he wrote to me theſe words: 


Fir, 

0 J do not like you; you corrupt 
* my republic, in giving theatrical 
„ repreſentations in your caſtle of 

e Ferney, &.“ | | 


This letter, from a man who had 
Juſt given a ſerious opera and a comedy 
| at 


. 


at Paris, was not, however, dated from 
bedlam. I made no anſwer, as you 
may very well believe; and I defired 
Mr. Tronchin, the phyſician, to ſend 
him a preſcription for his diſorder. 
Mr. Tronchin replied, that, as he 
could not cure me of the rage of ſtill 
writing dramatic pieces at my age, he 
deſpaired of curing John James. We 
both remained much afflicted, each in 
our way. | 


In 1762 the council of Geneva un- 


dertook his cure, and ifſued a kind of 


order to make ſure of him, in order to 
undergo a proper courſe of phyſio. 
John James, proſcribed at Paris and at 
Geneva, convinced that one body can- 
not be in two places at the ſame time, 
flew to a third. He concluded, with 
his uſual prudence, that I was his 
mortal enemy, as I had not anſwered 
his obliging letter. He imagined that 
ſome of the council of Geneva had 
dined 


SY 


(6) 
dined with me, to plan his deſtruction; 
and that the minutes concerning his 
arreſt had been penned upon my table, 
after the repaſt. He perſuaded ſome 
of his fellow citizens to belieye ſo very 
probable a ſtory. This accuſation be- 
came fo ſerious, that I was at length 
obliged to write to the council of 
Geneva, a letter couched in ſtrong 
terms, wherein I acquainted them, 
that if a ſingle man of that body had 
ever given the leaſt inſinuation againſt 
the Sieur Rouſſeau, I conſented to his 
being conſidered as a villain, as well 
as myſelf; and that I too much de- 
teſted perſecutors to be ſuch. 


The council anſwered me by a ſe- 

eretary of ſtate, that I had never had, 
ought to have, or could haye, the 
leaſt ſhare directly, or indirectly, in 
the ſentence againſt the Sieur John 
James. 


| Both 


4 
Both the letters are in the archives 
of the COU? o wares) 1 


Mete Mr. R. bed; in 51 
delicious valliesof Moutier - Travers, or 
Motier- Travers, in the county of Neuf 
chatel, not having, for many years, 


had the pleaſure of communing under 


both forms, inſtantly requeſted of the 
vicar of Moutier-Travers, a man of a 
ſubtile and refined underſtanding, the 
ſatisfaction of being admitted to the 
holy-table: he told him, that his in- 
5445 was, firſt; Zo artacł the Romifh: 
church : fecondly, to riſe againſt the in- 
fernal work of the mind, which evidently 
eftabliſhed materialiſm: thirdly, to an 
nibilate the vain preſumptuous new fan- 
gled philoſophers. He wrote and ſigned. 
this declaration, which is ſtill in the- 
hands of M. de Montmolin, vicar of: 
Moutier- Travers and eee * 


As foon. as he had communed, he 
found. 


(8. ) 


found his heart dilated ; he melted 


even into tears. 80 he at leaſt ſays, in 
his letter of the Sth of uy. 176 of 


He ſoon FEI with the vies 
and preachers of Moutier-Travers and 
Bovereſſe; children pelted him with 
ſtones: he flew to the territories of 
Berne; and, willing no longer to be 

lapidated, he intreated the magiſtrates 
of Berne, 0 be fo kind as to ſhut him up 
the remainder of his days in ſome one of 
their caſtles, or ſuch other place of their 
Fate as they ſhould judge proper. His 
letter is dated October 20, 1765. 


Since the W of Pinbeche, who 
was adviſed to get herſelf fetter- 
ed, I believe it has entered no one's 

brain to make a ſimilar requeſt. The 

magiſtrates of Berne rather choſe to 
drive him out of their canton, than t to 


* him a lodging. 


The 


The judicious J. J. failed not to 
conclude, that J had deprived him of 
the ſweet conſolation of perpetual im- 
priſonment ; and that I had even fuch 

influence upon the prieſts, as to pro- 
cure his excommunication from the 

Chriſtians at Moutier- Travers. 


Think not, Sir, that I rally: he 
wrote in a letter of the 24th of June. 
To be excommunicated, according to M. 
De Vir faſhion, will afford me much 
amuſement. And in his letter of the 
23d of March, he ſays, M. De J. 
ſhould have wrote to Paris, that he 
takes great pains to drive Rouſſeau from 
bis ! new country. 


The beſt of the joke is, that ke YA 
ſucceeded for ſome time to make 
ſome people believe this phrenzy ; and 
the truth is, that if, inſtead of the im- 
priſonment which he requeſted of 
the magiſtrates of Berne, he had 

| C taken 


6109 
taken refuge in the country houſe 
which I offered him, I would then 
have procured him that aſylum ; or I 
would have taken care I” he ſhould 
have had good broth and proper re- 
freſhments ;. being thoroughly per- 
ſuaded that a man in his ſituation 


is more worthy to excite — 
than reſentment. 


It 18 true, that to the wiſdom con- 
ſtantly reſulting from his writings, he 
has added ſome ſtrokes that' do- not 
teſtify, the beſt of - hearts. - I know 
not whether you are acquainted with 
his writing Letters from the Mountain. 
In the fifth letter he declares himſelf 
my open antagoniſt :. this is not well. 
A man who has communed under 
both forms, a ſage to whom a ſtatue 

ſhould be erected, ſeems to degrade a 
little his character by ſuch a ma- 
nœuvre; he riſks his falvation, and 
his reputation. 


| "6 


E 

80 the firſt ſtep taken by the media- 
tors of France, Zurich, and Berne, 
was to ſolemnly declare the letters 
from the mountain a libel. It is im- 
poſſible for me any longer to offer 


J. J. a houſe, ſince he has proclaimed 
himſelf a n incendiary. eb 


Ebner in purſuing the trade of 
2 libeller, and that of a man ſomewhat 
at variance with truth, it muſt be ac- 
knowledged he has preſerved his re- 
amm ph | 2 


He did me che:howous to write to 
me, before the arrival of the mediation 
at Geneva, theſe very words : 


99 
% Tf you have ſaid I was not ſecre- 
<« tary of embaſſy at Venice, you have 
* lied; and if I was not ſecretary of 
« embaſly, and did not receive the 


© honours as ſuch, it is me that have 
« hed.” 


1 I was 


„ 


I was ignorant that Mr. J. J. had 
been ſecretary of embaſſy. I never 
ſaid a word concerning it, becauſe 
I had never heard any one mention it. 


1 ſhewed this letter to a man of ve- 
racity, very intimately acquainted with 
foreign affairs, curious and exact; 
theſe people are very dangerous for 
thoſe who quote at random, He 
brought to light the original letters 
written by J. J. of the gth and 13th 
of Auguſt 1743, to M. du Theil, firſt 
clerk for foreign affairs, then his pro- 

ant. We there - find theſe very 


4 J hows a for rs years ſorwant 

* to the count de Montaigu (embaſ- 
*« ſador at Venice) -I have eaten his 
4 bread--- He has ſhamefully driven 
% me out of his houſe- - He threat- 
* ened to throw me out of hg win- 
66 dow 


r 


4. dow --= And what is worſe, I re- 
66 mained after that in Van &c. 


8 we find a ſecretary of embaſſy 
very little reſpected, and the pride of 
a great ſoul but little curbed. I ad- 
viſe him to engrave upon the pedeſtal 
of his ſtatue, the words of the embaſ- 
2 to the ſecretary of 5 8 | 


- Now: ſes, gur that this peor man 
could never behave properly under 
any maſter, or preſerve any friend, 
becauſe if28i1ncompatible with the 
dignity of dis being to have a maſter; 
and friendſhip is a weaknels, the at- 
| tacks of which ſhould be repulſed by 

_—_ ſenſible n man. | 


* You ſay —_ he i is writing the hiſ- 
- tory of his life. It has been too uſe- 
ful to the world, and filled with too 
many great events, for him to ſup- 
| enn 1 — of its publication to 


pow 


( 14 ) 


poſterity. His taſte for truth will 
not allow him to diſguiſe the ſmalleſt 
of his anecdotes, for the advantage of 
princes, who, like Emilius, chuſe to 
be joiners. 


| 10 ſpeak the truth, Sir, all theſe 
infignificant trifles do not deſerve a 
moment's. attention ; they will ſoon 
fink into eternal oblivion. They are 
as little attended to as the bitter em- 
braces of the new Heloiſe, with her 
falſe conception, and her gentle friend; 

and the letters from Vergiet to a lord 
* he never ſaw. The phrenzy of 
J. J. and his ridiculous pride, will do 
no harm to ſound philoſophy; and 
thoſe reſpectable men who cultivate it 
in France, England, and Germany, 
will not be thereby the leſs eſteemed. 


There are follies and quarrels in 
every condition of life, Some ex- je- 


ſuits have furniſhed biſhops with defa- 
matory 


ä 
matory libels under the title of man- 
dates: ſome parliaments have ordered 
them to be burnt; this was forgot at 
the end of a fortnight. Every thing 


rapidly diſappears, like the groteſque 
figures of the magic lanthorn. 


The archbithop of WN at 
the head of a ſynod, condemned the 

biſhop of Roſtou, to be degraded and 
ſhut up for the remainder of his life in 
a convent, for having maintained that 
there are two powers, the one ſacer- 
dotal, the other regal. The empreſs 
has excuſed him from this impriſon- 
ment. This event hath ſcarcely been 
known in Germany and the reſt of 
Europe. : 


The particulars of the moſt bloody 
wars periſh with the ſoldiers that 
were the victims. Even the critics 
of new theatrical pieces, and parti- 
cularly their elogiums, are the next 

day 
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day buried in oblivion with them, and 
the periodical pamphlets that treat of 
them. Nothing but Keyſer's ſugar- 

plums have been able to e — 
ground a little. {3 


In the immenſe torrent which drives 
us all, and ſwallows. us all, what is 
to be done? Let us ſtick to the advic ice 

which Mr. Horace Walpole 

John James, to be wiſe and happy: 

Yau are the one, A and you: We 
e, 3 2 „ > tw 42S 
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